THE   HTDESFILLE   EPISODE

excesses of the fanatics. On one occasion, which is
particularly convincing and well-reported, two bodies
of investigators in separate rooms, at Rochester, on
February 20, 1850, received the same message simul-
taneously from some central force which called itself
Benjamin Franklin. This double message was :
" There will be great changes in the nineteenth cen-
tury. Things that now look dark and mysterious to
you will be laid plain before your sight. Mysteries
are going to be revealed. The world will be en-
lightened." It must be admitted that, up to now, the
prophecy has been only partially fulfilled, and it may
at the same time be conceded that, with some start-
ling exceptions, the forecasts of the spirit people
have not been remarkable for accuracy, especially
where the element of time is concerned.

The question has often been asked: "What was
the purpose of so strange a movement at this particular
time, granting that it is all that it claims to be ?"
Governor Tallmadge, a United States senator of
repute, was one of the early converts to the new cult,
and he has left it upon record that he asked this ques-
tion upon two separate occasions in two different years
from different mediums. The answer in each case
was almost identical. The first said: " It is to draw
mankind together in harmony, and to convince
sceptics of the immortality of the soul." The second
said: " To unite mankind and to convince sceptical
minds of the immortality of the soul." Surely this is
no ignoble ambition and does not justify those narrow
and bitter attacks from ministers and the less progres-
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